
 The Total Program mill levy of 26.714 is FIXED by the 
state and Colorado law, along with a designated ‘per pupil’ 
funding amount. When property values increase, local taxes 
increase, including the school district’s Total Program mill levy. 
Moreover, when local tax contributions increase, the state’s 
contribution to Elizabeth School District decreases, but the 
overall per pupil funding still remains the same (for 2019-20 
it is approximately $8,410 per pupil). In 2018, this mill levy 
was listed as CON 1 ELIZABETH GENERAL F on your tax notice. 
However, in the recent tax notice, it is now listed as ELIZABETH 
SCHOOL DISTRICT and has been combined with the new MLO.  

The new MLO (Mill Levy Override), approved by 
Elizabeth voters for additional operating support, is 
separate from the Total Program mill levy. The district’s 
previous bond (a voter-approved initiative that funded 
construction of the high school) will be paid off in 2019 
and, in essence, the new MLO replaces the bond.  
The MLO is a flat amount of $1.59 million and it did not 
increase the bond tax. In fact, individual contributions 
should actually decrease over time as more businesses 
and properties establish themselves within the school 
district boundaries. 
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SAFETY UPDATE
Staff are diligently working to complete numerous safety initiatives 
during the upcoming school year. Funding from the recent School 
Security Disbursement Grant award, along with mill levy override 
funds, will support the implementation of various new resources 
including vape detection sensors, emergency notification hardware  
(to support school lock-down processes), and fire safety hardware.   
In August, Elizabeth School District welcomed a new School Resource 
Officer to help with safety at both the middle and high school.

Elizabeth School District provided a 3-day emergency responder 
training in early August, facilitated by Louisiana State University’s 
National Center for Biomedical Research and Training/Academy of 
Counter-Terrorist Education. The training is to improve integration 
between regional law enforcement, fire, and emergency medical 
services during active threat events. Also in August, in conjunction with 
the Elizabeth Fire Department, school staff participated in Stop the 
Bleed training to become better trained, equipped, and empowered  
to help in a bleeding emergency before professional help arrives. 

About Us 
Elizabeth School District is a high performing school district known for its family-oriented culture, student-focused philosophy, 
and caring staff.  Students are always at the heart of everything we do. 

Our goal is to provide students with excellent and diverse opportunities that inspire their passion for learning. We help students 
develop their individual potential and are dedicated to preparing them for a successful future. 

Elizabeth Schools is small enough to ensure that each student is recognized and valued but large enough to provide outstanding 
academic, leadership, extracurricular, and athletic opportunities. 

Our Students* 
 

Elizabeth High School .....................  677 
Frontier High School ..........................  47 
Elizabeth Middle School ................  400
Running Creek Elementary ...........  387 
Singing Hills Elementary ................  446

Free Transportation 
Every year our buses travel over 400,000 miles providing safe 
transportation for all students, helping parents, and reducing 
congestion on our county roads.

The 2018 four-year graduation rate for 
Elizabeth High School was 90.1%, 
exceeding the 80.7% state average.

1,957 
Enrolled  
Students  

Students are not 
charged a fee to ride 

the bus!
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Activities & Athletics

Elizabeth Schools employs 324 
individuals, making it the largest 
employer in Elbert County. Close to half of 
all licensed professionals in the district hold 
advanced degrees.

Experienced Staff

• All schools offer numerous leadership opportunities, such 
as Student Advisory Council, student ambassadors, and 
service leadership projects. Three state/national competitive       
leadership programs are available at Elizabeth High School. 

• Drama/theatre, choir, band, and orchestra begin in 
middle school. In 2018-19, the Cardinal Marching Band 
qualified for the state competition and two students 
were chosen for the highly competitive All-State Choir.

400,000 miles 

our buses travel each year

Top Ratings
Per the Colorado Department of Education:
• Elizabeth School District is the 4th highest rated school 

district in the metro Denver area. 
• Our alternative education campus, Frontier High School, 

is rated 5th in the state of Colorado for Alternative 
Education Campuses.

• Outstanding, integrated athletic programs start with 
interscholastic middle school sports and lead to 18 
high school varsity athletic teams. With frequent state 
champion individuals and teams, many of our top 
athletes receive college athletic agreements.

What Staff Have to Say
“Even though we are a smaller district, the respected autonomy, strong principal support, great colleagues and amazing students 
are what I love most about Elizabeth Schools.” – Laurie Schlekeway-Burkhardt, Teacher
 

“Being able to work in a place where you feel valued and supported is like working with family.” – Jon Taylor, Teacher
 

“I love working with the awesome staff at Elizabeth. Everyone is friendly, eager to help each other and focused on what is best for 
students.” – Shannon Stone, Teacher

We focus on complete education - starting with our 
popular half and full-day preschool programs, along 
with our free all-day kindergarten, to our impressive 
graduation statistics:

Everybody Knows Your Name 
The average K12 class size in Elizabeth Schools is 23 
students per classroom. Smaller classes allow educators 
to use a more personalized, one-on-one approach, which 
in turn helps your child thrive academically.

*Legacy Academy Charter is not included

On average, our staff members have over 
10 years of teaching experience.

634 S. Elbert Street | P.O. Box 610 | Elizabeth, Colorado 80107
303-646-1836
elizabethschooldistrict.org

WELCOME YOUNG STUDENTS!
Elizabeth Schools proudly provides early education 
and school readiness in a nurturing, play-based, 
academic rich environment. Our experienced 
teachers are passionate about meeting the needs of 
each individual child.   

PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS, both full-day and half-
day, are available at Running Creek Elementary 
and Singing Hills Elementary. As part of the 
Colorado Preschool Program, children can even 
qualify to attend our programs for free! Our 
engaging curriculum focuses on developmentally 
appropriate activities with experienced, local 
educators. Students learn through play and expand 
their physical development, social and emotional 
skills, and English language. For more information 
visit http://bit.ly/RCEPreschool or http://bit.ly/
SHEPreschool.

Last year, the two school taxes totaled 34.382 mills in your 2017 property tax notice.  This year, the two school taxes were listed 
together in your 2018 property tax notice at 34.233 mills. This combined amount reflects the sum of the fixed Total Program 
amount of 26.714 mills (with an abatement of .029), PLUS the 7.49 mills required for the new MLO.
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Total Mills History - Elizabeth Schools

There are two separate school-related mill levies in your  
2018 property tax notice. Since the two levies were 
combined into one line item on your notice, we wanted  
to provide details as to what it all means.



START TO FINISH
We focus on complete education - starting 
with our popular half and full-day preschool 
programs, along with our free all-day 
kindergarten, to our impressive graduation 
statistics: The 2018 four-year graduation 
rate for Elizabeth High School was 90.1%, 
exceeding the 80.7% state average.

EVERYBODY KNOWS  
YOUR NAME
The average K12 class size in Elizabeth Schools 
is 23 students per classroom. Smaller classes 
allow educators to use a more personalized, 
one-on-one approach, which in turn helps 
your child thrive academically.

EXPERIENCED STAFF
Elizabeth Schools employs 334 individuals, 
making it the largest employer in Elbert 
County. Close to half of all licensed 
professionals in the district hold advanced 
degrees. On average, our staff members have 
over 10 years of teaching experience.

IN 2018 THE 4-YEAR 
GRADUATION RATE WAS  

90.1%  

4TH HIGHEST 
RATED DISTRICT  
IN METRO DENVER

23 
STUDENTS 
PER CLASSROOM

ON AVERAGE 

TOP RATINGS
Per the Colorado Department of Education:  

Elizabeth School District is the 4th highest 
rated school district in the metro Denver area. 

Frontier High School is rated 5th in the state of 
Colorado for Alternative Education Campuses.

FREE TRANSPORTATION
Every year our buses travel over 400,000  

miles providing free, safe transportation for all 
students, helping parents, and reducing  

congestion on our county roads.

ACTIVITIES & ATHLETICS
All schools offer numerous leadership 

opportunities, such as Student Advisory 
Council, student ambassadors, and service 

leadership projects. Three state/national 
competitive leadership programs are 

available at Elizabeth High School.

Drama/theatre, choir, band, and orchestra 
begin in middle school. Outstanding, 

integrated athletic programs also start with 
interscholastic middle school sports and lead 

to 18 high school varsity athletic teams. 
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ELIZABETH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is a high performing school district known for its family-
oriented culture, student-focused philosophy, and 
caring staff. Students are always at the heart of 
everything we do.

Elizabeth Schools is small enough to 
ensure that each student is recognized 
and valued but large enough to 
provide outstanding academic, 
leadership, extracurricular, and  
athletic opportunities.

STUDENT POPULATION
Elizabeth High School  | 677

Frontier High School  |    47

Elizabeth Middle School  |  400

Running Creek Elementary  |  387

Singing Hills Elementary  |  446
1,957
ENROLLED
STUDENTS

For more information:

elizabethschooldistrict.org


