
Literary Terms 
 

Allusion: An expression designed to call something to mind without mentioning it explicitly, an 
indirect or passing reference. 
 
Foreshadowing: an indication or warning about a future event.  

Hyperbole: an exaggeration that is not meant to be taken seriously or literally.  

Imagery: the use of words or adjectives that create visual representations or mental pictures in 
our minds 
 
Irony: The expression of one's meaning by using language that normally signifies the opposite, 
typically for humorous or emphatic effect. The three types of irony are situational, verbal, and 
dramatic. 
 
Juxtaposition: a literary technique in which two or more ideas, places, characters, and their 
actions are placed side by side in a narrative or poem, for the purpose of developing comparisons 
and contrasts.  
 
Metaphor: Comparing two unlike things without using like or as; states that one thing is another 
thing. If you take a metaphor literally it will sound weird. 
 
Motif: a recurrent image, idea, or symbol that develops or explains a theme a,  motif can be seen 
as an image, sound, action, or other figure that has a symbolic significance, and contributes 
toward the development of a theme. 
 
Personification: Personification is a figure of speech in which a thing, idea or animal is given 
human attributes or portrays human qualities. 
 
Pun: the usually humorous use of a word in such a way as to suggest two or more of its 
meanings or the meaning of another word similar in sound. 
 
Simile: Similes call attention to how two different things are similar, so people listening to you 
can apply the qualities of one thing to the other. Fun Fact, not all similes use like or as, some use 
than, so or other various verbs such as resemble. 
 
Symbolism: the use of pictures to create and understanding of a topic or object. This may 
include things to form ideas and give a broader understanding. 
 

https://literarydevices.net/figure-of-speech/
https://animals.net/


Theme: the subject of a talk, a piece of writing, a person's thoughts, or an exhibition; a topic. 
 
Voice: the individual style in which a certain author writes his or her works. Voice includes 
many different literary devices and stylistic techniques, including syntax, semantics, diction, 
dialogue, character development, tone, pacing, and even punctuation. 
 

http://www.literarydevices.com/style/
http://www.literarydevices.com/syntax/
http://www.literarydevices.com/diction/
http://www.literarydevices.com/dialogue/

